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This book study guide is designed to be a companion to support 
grade-level teams, building-wide teams, and other groups of 
educators in collaboratively discussing and reflecting on the 
evidence-based ideas in Raising Up Readers: 25 Scaffolding 
Strategies to Help Students Access Challenging Text by Dr. Jennifer 
Throndsen. Through guided conversation and shared inquiry, 
teams can deepen their understanding, explore implications for 
practice, and plan for meaningful implementation. 

 

 

The pages within this guide were created using Canva.  To make it easy for 
educators to modify the tool to better meet their local context or needs, use the 
following links to download an editable version of the pages: 

Discussion Questions LINK 
Introduction and Chapter 1 LINK 

Chapter 2 LINK 
Chapter 3 LINK 
Chapter 4 LINK 
Chapter 5 LINK 

 

 



CHAPTER ONE
BEFORE READING

In  Chapter 1 ,  you wi l l  explore the need for  engaging al l  students
in grade level ,  or  chal lenging texts,  in  order to accelerate
reading growth.   As  you prepare to read,  consider these
quest ions :

1 .How are you currently  support ing your students  when
engaged in  frustrat ional  level  texts?

2.What  advantages do students  gain from reading grade level  or
chal lenging texts?

3 .Which elements of  a  text  do your students  f ind most
chal lenging?







S T R A T E G Y
N E V E R  H E A R D

O F  I T

U S E  I T

S O M E T I M E S

U S E  I T

R E G U L A R L Y

E S T A B L I S H I N G  A
P U R P O S E  F O R

R E A D I N G

A C T I V A T I N G
P R I O R

K N O W L E D G E

B U I L D I N G
B A C K G R O U N D
K N O W L E D G E

F R O N T - L O A D I N G
V O C A B U L A R Y

P R E V I E W I N G  T H E
T E X T

M A K I N G
P R E D I C T I O N S

R E A D I N G  T E X T
W I T H  A U D I O
A S S I S T A N C E  

R E A D I N G  A L O U D
T O  S T U D E N T S

D I S C U S S I N G  T E X T
S T R U C T U R E

U S I N G  T E X T  S E T S
T O  B U I L D

K N O W L E D G E  

CHAPTER TWO
BEFORE READING

In  Chapter 2 ,  these 10 before reading strategies  are covered.
Rate your current  levels  of  use with these evidence-based
pract ices.
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A S K I N G  A N D
A N S W E R I N G
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O R G A N I Z E R S
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P A R A G R A P H
S H R I N K I N G  

CHAPTER THREE
BEFORE READING

In  Chapter 3 ,  these 8  during reading strategies  are covered.  Rate
your current  levels  of  use with these evidence-based pract ices.

Which strategy(ies) are you most interested in learning more about?  

Given the texts you use and the students you serve, which ones might be of the greatest value to
incorporating into your instruction more regularly? 
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P A R A G R A P H
S H R I N K I N G  

CHAPTER FOUR
BEFORE READING

In  Chapter 4 ,  these 7  after  reading strategies  are covered.  Rate
your current  levels  of  use with these evidence-based pract ices.



STOP START CONTINUE

START

STOP

KEEP
GOING

Stop Start
Continue
Think of the things that you want to stop
doing, that you want to start doing, and
what you want to continue  based on the
content in Chapter 4. . Write them down
in the appropriate column.

Chapter Four





CHAPTER FIVE
BEFORE READING

In  Chapter 5 ,  you wi l l  explorehow to effect ively  implement
grade-level  text  during whole-group,  smal l  group,  and partner
instruction and the considerations for  when one sett ing might
be more effect ive than another.   As  you prepare to read,
consider these quest ions :

1 . Which before,  during,  or  after  reading strategies  might  you
incorporate into whole group,  smal l  group,  and/or partner
learning?  

2 .  How might  the scaffolding strategies  compliment or
strengthen your high qual i ty  instruct ional  materials?  

3 .How might  your instruct ion in  the content  area s,  l ike social
studies  and science,  incorporate the scaffolding strategies?  



planGOAL ACTION

GOAL

BIG STEPS LITTLE STEPS NOTES

START DATE

OBSTACLES TO OVERCOME RESOURCES

DEADLINE REWARD

WHY MOTIVATION

CHAPTER
FIVE 




